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subjects."1 And this highest standard, that so few
could succeed in, was " below the lowest Saxon,
Prussian, or Swiss standard, even for the country
schools." Where we had never passed 20,000
children in one year, Prussia, with a smaller
population, passed nineteen times that number
every year.2

Such, according to Mr. Morley, was " the con-
sequence of entrusting public money......to little

knots of managers " engrossed in the interests of
" their sect and its dogmas and shibboleths."3

The inspectors of training schools for teachers
had to report a similar range of deficiencies higher
up in the educational scale. The pupils acquitted
themselves creditably in Holy Scripture, but fell
below the mark in English grammar, mental
arithmetic, and penmanship. The object was to
make them " not only religious people, but sound
Church people"; to impress them with the idea
that " i there is no more effective way of benefiting
their fellow-creatures than by giving them a sound
education in the theology of the Church of Eng-
land.' "4

At no time would the pretensions of the Church
of England to control popular education have been
tolerated by Dissenting or Secularist Liberals.
Least of all could they be tolerated at a time
when the most active and influential section of the
Church's members were working, without disguise,
to remodel her doctrines on Roman Catholic lines,

1 Op. citf pp. 24-25.             2 Ibid, p. 25 (quoting- Mundella).

s Ibid, p. 24.                         4 Ibid, pp. 35-37.